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苏州新草桥中学2018-2019学年第一学期阶段检测
                 高三英语    2018 12
第一部分：听力 (共两节，满分20分)

第一节 (共5小题；每小题1分，满分5分)
1. Why does the man need a map?

A. To tour Manchester. 

B. To find a restaurant.


C. To learn about China.

2. What does the woman want to do for vacation?

A. Go to the beach. 


B. Travel to Colorado.


C. Learn to snowboard.

3. What will the man probably do?

A. Take the job.



B. Refuse the offer.



C. Change the working hours.

4. What does the woman say about John?

A. He won’t wait for her.  B. He won't come home today. 
C. He won’t be on time for dinner.

5. What will the speakers probably do next?

A. Order some boxes. 

B. Go home and rest


C. Continue working.

第二节 (共15小题；每小题1分，满分15分)

 听第6段材料，回答第6和第7题。

6. How does the woman usually go to work? 

A. By car.




B. By bus.




C. By train.

7. What do the speakers agree about taking the train?

A. It is safer.



B. It is faster.
    


C. It is cheaper.


听第7段材料，回答第8至第10题。

8. What does the man suggest the woman do?

A. Save up for the car. 

B. Go to another car dealer.

C. Ask someone to check the car.

9. What is the salesman going to do?

A. Give a discount. 
    
B. Stick to a high price.


C. Ask for cash payment.

10. How will the man help the woman?

A. Lend money to her. 

B. Drive her car home. 


C. Take care of her car.

听第8段材料，回答第11至第13题。

11. What does the woman think of the living expenses in the city?

A. Fairly low.



B. Just Okay.




C. Very high.

12. What does the woman spend most on?


A. Meals.




B. Trains.





C. Clothes.

13. What does the woman do in her free time? 

A. See films.



B. Travel around.



C. Go for a drink.

听第9段材料，回答第14至16题。

14. What will Rebecca do on June 12?

A. Go on a business trip.        B. Organize a trade exhibition. C. Meet the people from Head Office.

15. What is John preparing for the meeting?

A. A report.



B. A timetable.
     


C. A speech.

16. When do the speakers decide to have the meeting?

A. On June 3.



B. On June 10.




C. On June 17.


听第10段材料，回答第17至20题。

17. What did the speaker decide to do after lunch that day?

A. Stay to help her friend. 
B. Walk alone to her car.
      
C. Wait for the train to stop.

18. What can we learn about the speaker then?

A. She worked at a hotel.   B. She had bought a new car.    C. She was having a baby soon.

19. Where did the speaker meet the taxi passenger?

A. At a crossroads.


B. In front of a hotel.


C. Besides a car park.

20. What does the speaker talk about?

A. An exciting lunch party.  
B. A well-known short story.  
C. An unforgettable experience.

第二部分：英语知识运用 (共两节，满分35分)

第一节 单项填空 (共15小题；每小题1分，满分15分)

21. We need a comprehensive _____ of the genetically modified food, under the leadership of the central government.


A. accumulation 
B. assessment 
C. assistance 
D. accountant

22. Life is a tough journey, to some extent, _______ you still smile and love even though you are occasionally hurt and betrayed. 

A. where      

B. what       

C. when       


D. which

23. _____ the opening ceremony of the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge was President Xi Jinping accompanied by leading officials of Hong Kong, Macao and Guangdong province.


A. Attending 
B. Having attended
C. Attended
D. To attend

24. When entering the office, _____.


A. Winifred was found sitting at a desk
B. Winifred was found sat at a desk


C. we found Winifred seated at a desk
D. we found Winifred seating at a desk

25. Bob was trying to ______ that he knew the famous singer who would perform in our city.
   A. lay out 

   

B. let out



C. figure out



D. make out
26. — When will the bike-sharing schemes be introduced to the public?

   — Not until _______ a better understanding of them.

   A. we have had    

B. will we have had
 
C. have we had


D. we will have had

27. But for the fact that he     the truth , he    for a week's imprisonment.

   A. didn’t know; would be.              B. hadn't known; might have punished. 

  C. didn’t know; would have been punished. D. hadn't know； could be punished

28. 
I have decided that the course of conduct(行动) I am following is _____ with my sense of responsibility as president in time of war.


A. compulsory 
B. conventional 
C. controversial 
D. consistent 

29. It seems strange that the old man _____ have returned to college to finish the degree he left undone four decades ago.


A. would
B. should 
C. could 
D. might

30. I have been very careful about spending money lately, so now my account is _____.


A. tickled pink 
B. in the red 
C. in the black
D. green with envy

31. — Can we play basketball in the school gym?

   — No, it ______ during the summer holidays.

   A. is repaired


B. is being repaired

C. was repaired   


D. has been repaired

32. He invented a new game_______ children, but it never really________.

   A. intended for; caught on    B. intended to; counted on   C. for; caught up on    D. intended to; caught on

33. –Thank you for your assistance, without ___I might have been in danger.

 --That’s all right, anyone in my place ________ the same thing.

that; will do           B. it, would   C. which; can have done    D. which; would have done

34. Steve Jobs is a key figure in the computer world _____ he has had a great influence on modern life and technology.


A. on condition that
B. in case 
C. in that  
D. as long as

35. --How do you think I can make up with Tom?

   --Put aside ___you disagree and try to find __you have in common.

A. what; what       B. what; where        C. where; what        D. what; whether

第二节完形填空（共20小题；每小题1分，满分20分）

Optimism and pessimism(消极) are both powerful forces. Each of us must choose which we want to ___36___ our future and our expectations. We can choose to laugh or cry, bless or ___37___. It’s our decision: from which perspective do we want to view life? Will we look up in ___38___ or down in desperation? 

I believe in the upward look. I choose to ___39___ the positive and skip right over the negative.

An optimistic attitude is not a luxury(奢侈品); it’s a(n) ___40___. The way you look at life will determine how you feel, how you perform, and how well you will get along with other people. ___41___, negative thoughts, attitudes, and expectations ___42___ themselves; they become a self-fulfilling prophecy (预言). Pessimism creates a dark place where no one wants to live.

Years ago, I drove into a service station to get some gas. It was a beautiful day, and I was feeling great. As I walked into the station to pay for the gas, the attendant said to me, “How do you feel?” That seemed like a(n) ___43___ question, but I felt fine and told him so. “You don’t look well,” he replied. This ___44___ me completely by surprise. A little ___45___ confidently, I told him that I had ___46___ felt better. Without hesitation, he continued to tell me how bad I looked and that my skin appeared yellow.

By the time I left the service station, I was feeling a little ___47___. About a block away, I ___48___ over to the side of the road to look at my face in the mirror. How did I feel? Was I affected with jaundice(黄疸)? Was everything all right? By the time I got home, I was beginning to feel a little nauseous(恶心). Did I have a bad liver? Had I ___49___ some rare disease?

On another beautiful day, when I went into that gas station, feeling ___50___ again, I figured out what had happened. The place had recently been painted a bright, distasteful ___51___, and the light reflecting ___52___ the walls made everyone inside look as though they had hepatitis(肝炎)! I wondered how many other folks had ___53___ the way I did. I had let one short conversation with a total ___54___ change my attitude for an entire day. He told me I looked sick, and before long, I was actually feeling sick. That single ___55___ observation had a great effect on the way I felt and acted.

The only thing more powerful than negativism is a word of optimism and hope. When a whole culture adopts an upward look, incredible things can be accomplished.

36. A. decide   
B. 
shape

   C. preview     
D. transform 

37. A. forgive
    B. praise


   C. curse   
    D. regret 

38. A. hope

B. anger


   C. action    
    D. vain


39. A. analyze  
B highlight
      C. evaluate       
D. introduce

40. A .quality  
B. opportunity 
   C. necessity
    D. identity 

41. A. Actually
B. Contrarily        C. Similarly        D. Consequently

42. A. rely on   
B. feed on 

  C. go on  

    D. take on


43. A. familiar  
B. ordinary 

   C. easy


D. odd 

44. A. took 

B. got  


   C. stopped  

D. made

45. A. more  
    B. too  


   C. quite        
D. less 

46. A. ever  
    B. never


   C. once   

D. always

47. A. unaffected  B. unconcerned       C. unsatisfied  
D. uneasy

48. A. got  

B. came   

   C. took   

    D. pulled 

49. A. picked up   B. brought up  
   C .come up       D. put up

50. A. sick  
    B. upset  

   C. fine

   D. calm

51. A. gray    
B. yellow   

   C. blue   

   D. red

52. A. off 

B. over  


   C. in 


   D. through

53. A. quit  

B. adapted  

   C. answered  
   D. reacted

54. A. liar      
B. onlooker 

   C. stranger   
   D. attendant

55. A. positive  
B. negative   
   C. careful   
   D. rigid

第三部分：阅读理解（共15小题；每小题2分，满分30分）

A

EP Portable Heater

We all know that the cost of heating our homes will continue to be a significant burden on the family budget. Now millions of people are saving on their heating bills with the EP Portable Heater. With over one million satisfied customers around the world, the new EP heats better and faster, saves more on heating bills, and runs almost silent.

The EP has no exposed heating parts that can cause a fire. The outside of EP only gets warm to the touch so that it will not burn children or pets.

The EP will not reduce oxygen in the room. With other heaters, you’ll notice that you get sleepy when the heat comes on because they are burning up oxygen.

The advanced EP also heats the room evenly, wall to wall and floor to ceiling. it comfortably covers an area up to 350 square feet. Other heaters heat rooms unevenly with most of the heat concentrated to the center of the room. And they only heat an area a few feet around the heater. With the EP, the temperature will not vary in any part of the room.

The EP comes with a 3-year warranty(保修) and a 60-day. no questions asked. Satisfaction guarantee. If you are not totally satisfied, return it to our expertise and your money will be given back to you.

Now, we have a special offer for 10 days, during which you can enjoy a half price discount and a free delivery. if you order that, we reserve the right to either accept or reject order requests at the discounted price.

Take action right now!

56. What is mainly discussed in paragraph 2?

A. the heat of the EP
    B. the safety of the EP  C. the appearance of the EP
D. the material of the EP

57. From the passage, we can learn that the EP 
.

A. doesn’t burn up oxygen
                    B. runs without any noise

C. makes people get sleepy
                    D. is unsuitable for children and pets

                                 B

“Did you hear what happened to Adam Last Friday?” Lindsey whispers to Tori.

   With her eyes shining, Tori brags, “You bet I did. Sean told me two days ago.”

   Who are Lindsey and Tori talking about? It just happened to be yours truly, Adam Freedman. I can tell you that what they are saying is (a) not nice and (b) not even true. Still, Lindsey and Tori aren’t very different from most students here at Linton High School, including me. Many of our conversations are gossip(闲话). I have noticed three effects of gossip: it can hurt people, it can give gossipers a strange kind of satisfaction, and it can cause social pressures in a group.

  An important negative effect of gossip is that it can hurt the person being talked about. Usually, gossip spreads information about a topic–breakups, trouble at home, even dropping out-that a person would rather keep secret. The more embarrassing or shameful the secret is, the juicier the gossip it makes. Probably the worst type of gossip is the absolute lie. People often think of gossipers as harmless, but cruel lies can cause pain.

  If we know that gossip can be harmful, then why do so many of us do it? The answer lies in another effect of gossip: the satisfaction it gives us. Sharing the latest rumor can make a person feel important because he or she knows something that others don’t. Similarly, hearing the latest rumor can make a person feel like part of the “in group.” In other words, gossip is satisfying because it gives people a sense of  belonging or even superiority(优越感).

  Gossip also can have a third effect: it strengthens unwritten, unspoken rules about how people should act. Professor David Wilson explains that gossip is important in policing behaviors in a group. Translated into high school terms, this means that if everybody you hang around with is laughing at what John wore or what Jane said, then you can bet that wearing or saying something similar will get you the same kind of negative attention. The do’s and don’ts conveyed through gossip will never show up in any student handbook.

  The effects of gossip vary depending on the situation. The next time you feel the urge to spread the latest news, think about why you want to gossip and what effects your “juicy story” might have.

58. The author uses a conversation at the beginning of the passage to        .

A. introduce a topic                B. present an argument 

C. describe the characters           D. clarify his writing purpose

59. An important negative effects of gossip is that it        .

A. breaks up relationships           B. embarrasses the listener

C. spreads information around       D. causes unpleasant experiences

60.In the author’s opinion, many people like to gossip because it        .

A. gives them a feeling of pleasure     B. helps them to make more friends 

C. makes them better at telling stories    D. enables them to meet important people

C
[image: image3.jpg]


If a diver surfaces too quickly, he may suffer the bends. Nitrogen(氮) dissolved(溶解) in his blood is suddenly liberated by the reduction of pressure. The consequence, if the bubbles (气泡)accumulate in a joint, is sharp pain and a bent body—thus the name. If the bubbles form in his lungs or his brain, the consequence can be death.

    Other air-breathing animals also suffer this decompression(减压) sickness if they surface too fast: whales, for example. And so, long ago, did ichthyosaurs. That these ancient sea animals got the bends can be seen from their bones. If bubbles of nitrogen form inside the bone they can cut off its blood supply. This kills the cells in the bone, and consequently weakens it, sometimes to the point of collapse. Fossil (化石)bones that have caved in on them selves are thus a sign that the animal once had the bends.

    Bruce Rothschild of the University of Kansas knew all this when he began a study of ichthyosaur bones to find out how widespread the problem was in the past. What he particularly wanted to investigate was how ichthyosaurs adapted to the problem of decompression over the 150 million years. To this end, he and his colleagues traveled the world’s natural-history museums, looking at hundreds of ichthyosaurs from the Triassic period and from the later Jurassic and Cretaceous periods.

When he started, he assumed that signs of the bends would be rarer in younger fossils, reflecting their gradual evolution of measures to deal with decompression. Instead, he was astonished to discover the opposite. More than 15% of Jurassic and Cretaceous ichthyosaurs had suffered the bends before they died, but not a single Triassic specimen(标本) showed evidence of that sort of injury.

    If ichthyosaurs did evolve an anti-decompression means, they clearly did so quickly—and, most strangely, they lost it afterwards. But that is not what Dr Rothschild thinks happened. He suspects it was evolution in other animals that caused the change.

    Whales that suffer the bends often do so because they have surfaced to escape a predator (捕食动物) such as a large shark. One of the features of Jurassic oceans was an abundance of large sharks and crocodiles, both of which were fond of ichthyosaur lunches. Triassic oceans, by contrast, were mercifully shark- and crocodile-free. In the Triassic, then, ichthyosaurs were top of the food chain. In the Jurassic and Cretaceous, they were prey(猎物) as well as predator—and often had to make a speedy exit as a result.

61. Which of the following is a typical symptom of the bends?

A. A twisted body.                       B. A gradual decrease in blood supply.

C. A sudden release of nitrogen in blood.   D. A drop in blood pressure.

62. The purpose of Rothschild’s study is to see________ .

A. how often ichthyosaurs caught the bends  B. how ichthyosaurs adapted to decompression

C. why ichthyosaurs bent their bodies       D. when ichthyosaurs broke their bones

63. Rothschild’sfindingstatedinParagraph4 .

A. confirmed his assumption               B. speeded up his research process

C. disagreed with his assumption           D. changed his research objectives

64. Rothschild might have concluded that ichthyosaurs.

A. failed to evolve an anti decompression means

B. gradually developed measures against the bends

C. died out because of large sharks and crocodiles

D. evolved an anti decompression means but soon lost it

D
Two things changed my life: my mother and a white plastic bike basket. I have thought long and hard about it and it’s true. I would be a different person if my mom hadn’t turned a silly bicycle accessory into a life lesson I carry with me today.

My mother and father were united in their way of raising children, but it mostly fell to my mother to actually carry it out. Looking back, I honestly don’t know how she did it. Managing the family budget must have been a very hard task, but she made it look effortless. If we complained about not having what another kid did, we’d hear something like, “I don’t care what so – and – so got for his birthday, you are not getting a TV in your room / a car for your birthday / a lavish sweet –16 party.” We had to earn our allowance by doing chores around the house. I can still remember how long it took to polish the legs of our coffee table. My brothers can no doubt remember hours spent cleaning the house. Like the two little girls growing up at the White House, we made our own beds (no one left the house until that was done) and picked up after ourselves. We had to keep track of our belongings, and if something was lost , it was not replaced.

   It was summer and, one day, my mother drove me to the bike shop to get a tire fixed–and there it was in the window. White, shiny, plastic and decorated with flowers, the basket winked at me and I knew – I knew – I had to have it.

“It’s beautiful,” my mother said when I pointed it out to her. “ What a neat basket.”

I tried to hold off at first, I played it cool for a short while. But then I guess I couldn’t stand it any longer: “Mom, please can I please, please get it? I will do extra chores for as long as you say, I’ll do anything, but I need that basket. I love that basket. Please, Mom. Please?”

 I was desperate.

“You know,” she said, gently rubbing my back while we both stared at what I believed was the coolest thing ever,“If you save up, you could buy this yourself.”

“By the time I make enough it’ll be gone!”

“Maybe Roger here could hold it for you,” she smiled at Roger, the bike guy.

“He can’t hold it for that long, Mom .Someone else will buy it. Please, Mom. Please?”

“There might be another way,” she said.

And so our paying plan unfolded. My mother bought the beautiful basket and put it safely in some hiding place I couldn’t find. Each week I eagerly counted my growing savings increased by extra work here and there (washing the car, helping my mother make dinner, delivering or collecting things on my bike that already looked naked without the basket in front). And then, weeks later, I counted, re-counted and jumped for joy. Oh, happy day! I made it! I finally had the exact amount we’d agreed upon….

Days later the unthinkable happened. A neighborhood girl I’d played with millions of times appeared with the exact same basket fixed to her shiny, new bike that already had all the bells and whistles. I rode hard and fast home to tell my mother about this disaster. This horrible turn of events.

And then came the lesson I’ve taken with me through my life: “Honey, Your basket is extra-special,” Mom said, gently wiping away my hot tears.” Your basket is special because you paid for it yourself.”

65. What can we learn from the first two paragraphs?

A. The children enjoyed doing housework.

B. The author came from a well-off family. 

C. The mother raised her children in an unusual way.

D. The children were fond of the US president’s daughters.

66. When the author saw the basket in the window, she        .
A. fell in love with it                    B. stared at her mother

C. recognized it at once                  D. went up to the bike guy

67. Why did the author say many “please” to her mother?

A. She longed to do extra work.            
B. She was eager to have the basket.

C. She felt tired after standing too long.       D. She wanted to be polite to her mother.

68. By using “naked” (Paragraph 12), the author seems to stress that the basket was         .
A. something she could afford               B. something important to her

C. something impossible to get         

 D. something she could do without

69. To the author, it seemed to be a horrible turn of events that         .

A. something spoiled her paying plan           B. the basket cost more than she had saved

C. a neighborhood girl had bought a new bike    D. someone else had got a basket of the same kind

70. What is the life lesson the author learned from her mother?

A. Save money for a rainy day.              
B. Good advice is beyond all price.

C. Earn your bread with your sweat.        

D. God helps those who help themselves.

第二卷 非选择题（共 35 分）

 第四部分 任务型阅读（共 10 小题，每小题 1 分，满分 10 分） 

Asthma(哮喘) is a long-lasting breathing disease that affects millions of Americans, many of whom are children. People who get asthma will suffer from lack of breath, difficulty in breathing or coughing--which are caused by the tightening of the muscles in airways. Untreated asthma can lead to poor lung function and death, but asthma can also be effectively controlled with proper treatments.
Research is discovering  genes that contribute to the development of asthma. This development has pointed researchers to the role of indoor and outdoor pollution as environmental factors that contribute to the increased occurrence of asthma.

The Indoor Pollution
Indoor pollution has increased with the developments  in building materials and in heating and air conditioning systems. In addition to poisonous gases that come from paint, other materials like dust and perfumes used in household products such as washing powder are recycled continuously through the house, winter and summer.

Unlike the days before central heating or before whole-house air conditioning, these materials and chemicals cannot get out of modern homes. Most  often, they cause breathing  problems in the members of the family with the least-developed autoimmune(自身免疫的) systems. Proper venting (通风) and use of environmentally-friendly building materials and carpeting can help reduce the presence of these chemicals.

The Outdoor pollution
Researchers have also established outdoor pollution's role as a probable cause of asthma. Asthma has been proven
to result from some fuel products. Smog and the small matters carried by it have been recognized as a factor which leads to asthma since the 19th century when London saw more and more diseases in the industrial population. Industrial pollutants and other chemicals which are produced in water treatment and open treated water like that found in the swimming pools also contribute to increased cases of asthma as well as other illnesses.
Those most affected by the increase of industrial and environmental pollution are children. Although much has been done to control the levels of pollution in the US, there still remains much to do as it is a worldwide phenomenon. Until an international effort can be made to limit carbon emissions, the occurrence of environmental asthma will probably continue to increase.
	The  
71 
between asthma and air pollution

	The  
72    of asthma
	● lack of breath

● difficulty in breathing
● coughing

	The possible  
73    of
untreated asthma
	● poor lung function

● death

	 

74 
 contributing  to the increased asthma
	Indoor pollution
	●It is  
75 
by building materials and heating and

air conditioning systems.

●__76      some poisonous gases, dust and  perfumes worsen pollution.
●Some  material and chemicals  
77 
 in  modern homes.

	
	Outdoor pollution
	●Smog  and the small  matters carried by it cause

asthma, which is proven by a(n)  
78 
number of lung diseases in the industrial population.
●Industrial pollutants and other chemicals in water are

 
79 
to people’s health.

	Conclusion
	Only when all countries join together to limit carbon emissions can people

be  
80 
from suffering environmental asthma.


 81阅读下面的短文，然后按照要求写一篇150词左右的英语短文。
Science and technology have developed more rapidly in the past 100 years than in any period of human history.
One of its results is an excessive growth of information. The era of information has already come, and our life has changed in a subtle way. The development and popularization of the Internet, along with cell phones and all kinds of electronic devices have influenced our habits a lot.
Some people state that with the explosion of information, it is much easier and more convenient for us to find out anything we would like to know, which can help us to develop our creativity.

However, many people argue that information explosion is not the equivalent of knowledge explosion. Moreover, with the continuously growing number of information, the world becomes a confusion to us with both useful news and unwanted messages, which is far from helping stimulating our creativity.

1．用约30词概括上文的主要内容；

2.用约 120 个单词，就“信息爆炸是否会破坏我们的创造力”发表你的观点，内容包括：

（1）结合实际，谈谈你的感受。

（2）你认为信息爆炸是否会破坏我们的创造力？

  要求】
1．你可以参照阅读材料的内容但不得直接引用原文中的句子；

2．作文中不能出现真实姓名和班级。

【评分标准】概括准确，语言规范，内容合适，篇章连贯。

                          高三英语12月考答案
听力部分1-5 BAACB 

6-10 ABCAB  
11-15 CBACA


16-20 CBCAC

单项选择：21-25 BAACD   26-30 ACDBC  31-35 BADCC
完形填空：BCABC    BBDAD   BDDAC BADCB
阅读理解：BA    ADA     ABCA   CABBDC
71relationship/ relation/ connection / association / link 
72. symptoms          73. results/consequences /effects
74. Factors             75. increased / caused
76.Besides             77. remain / stay
78. increased / increasing/     79. harmful   
80. kept/ prevented/ stopped / free / away/ freed
书面表达：New  era  has  witnessed  an  explosion  of  information.  Attitudes  towards  the  discussion  whether  too  much information spoils creativity vary people from people.

In our daily life, it is convenient for us to have access to the latest information easily through the Internet. Therefore, we can avoid the detour to truth. Meanwhile, we can get more inspirations from the wisdom of others and transfer them into personalized thoughts, which is fundamental to developing our creativity.

From my perspective, it is unfair to say that the explosion of information may well have a negative effect on our life. The point is that the way we choose it and use it. When we take advantage of the latest information wisely, it is not destructive to our creativity. On the contrary, it can promote the development of our creativity and originality to some extent.
听力原文录音稿：
Text 1

M: Jane, do you have a map of Manchester? I want to find a good place to eat.

W: Why not try Chinatown? There are plenty of good Chinese restaurants there, and it's near here.

Text 2

M: Let's do something different for vacation this year. Oh, let's go to Colorado. I want to learn to snowboard.

W: Oh, Paul, you know I don't like cold weather. Can't we go someplace warm, like the beach?

Text 3

W: This job is for three days a week: Monday, Friday, and Saturday. Are you Okay with that?

M: Mmm... I was hoping to have Saturday free. But I need the job, so... can you tell me what exactly I will do?

Text 4

M: Do you know if John's coming home for dinner?

W: He'll be late. He said not to wait for him.

Text 5

W: I'm really tired from packing all these boxes for three hours. It's about time to call it a day.

M: I know. Maybe we could do it first thing tomorrow morning.

W: Why not? These orders are not urgent.

Text 6

M: Lisa? Hi!

W: Hi, Ned.

M: Don't you usually drive to work?

W: Usually, but not in bad weather.

M: Why is that?

W: The traffic gets a lot worse when it rains or snows.

M: I always take the train. It's a lot faster for me than driving.

W: It's faster for me, too, but the time isn't always convenient.

M: Yeah, but think of all the things you can do on the train 00 read a book or the newspaper...

W: Or answer my email... No thanks! My workday is long enough already.

Text 7

W: I think the car we saw yesterday would be a good deal. What do you think?

M: Yes, but I think you should ask someone to take a look at it just to be sure.

W: My friend Jack knows cars, and he helped me do the check this morning.

M: It was smart of you to think ahead. Have you and the salesman agreed on a price?

W: Yes, he finally agreed to accept the discounted price I asked.

M: Then have you thought about how to pay?

W: Well, I've saved up enough money to pay cash for this car.

M: Good. Let me go with you to make the payment and drive the car home for you.

W: Thank you. That would make it much easier for me.

M: You're welcome. Let's go take care of that right now.

Text 8

M: Being away from home for college can be stressful. Besides all the pressures of study, there's the pressure on your pocket. Today, let's go to a university to find out. Excuse me. Can I ask you a few questions?

W: Well, Okay.

M: How do you find the cost of living in the city?

W: Everything is expensive, including clothing, housing, and traveling.

M: So, what do you spend most on?

W: Transport, I think. For food, if I cook myself, it's not expensive at all. For clothing, I bring my clothes here from my home country, where they're nice and cheap. But every week, I have to spend more than 100 pounds on the trains.

M: Then what's the social life like?

W: I'm a very social person. I love hanging out with my friends and meeting new people. Thankfully, I don't drink nor smoke, so the only expense is maybe tickets to the cinemas, club, and so on.

Text 9

W: Can you fix a time for the next meeting, Alex? How about June 12th? That's after the trade exhibition.

M: I thought something was happening on that day, Rebecca.

W: Oh, yes. You're right. The people from Head Office are coming.

M: What time does their plane arrive? Can we have the meeting in the morning?

W: No, it's all arranged. I'm meeting them at half past ten, so I won't  be available at all that day.

M: Well, let's have the meeting earlier in June, then. The trade exhibition finishes on the third, doesn't it?

W: Yes, but we need John's sales report for the meeting. How's it going?

M: I'm afraid John hasn't started yet. The figures won't be in place till next week.

W: Will it be ready early in June?

M: Well, not really. He told me that he will finish them by June 10th.

W: So, we're looking at the week starting the 17th. How about two o'clock on that day?

M: I think that's Okay. Let's meet here again then.

Text 10

W: Hello, everyone. In today's program, I'd like to share a true story of mine. One day, my friends and I had just finished lunch at a hotel when it started to rain heavily. When it became lighter, I decided to brave the train to get car and go home. It was parked three blocks away. My friends argued I shouldn't go because at that time, I was due to give birth in three months. I promised I'd be very careful. One of them wanted to come with me, but I insisted she stay with another friend who needed help with her baby. When I walked to the first crossroads, a taxi stopped and a passenger beside me and told me he would walk with me to where I would go. I refused, but he insisted. During our walk, he kept telling me to walk slowly. When we got to the car park, I thanked him, and we parted ways. I did not get his name and may not even recognize him now. Did he purposely stop for me? I'll never know.
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